
Dallastown Area Middle School PTO 

Date | time September 7, 2017 | 6:00pm Meeting called to order by Jennifer Long 

In Attendance 

Heather Allder, Denise Blackwell, Chad Bumsted, Dr. Ron Dyer, Shannon Ebersole, Heather Lee, Jennifer 

Long, Allison Manning, Cathy Peters, Liz Spangler 

Guest Speaker 

Dr. Ron Dyer, District Superintendent, was September’s guest speaker.  Dr. Dyer reminded the PTO of the 

possibility of three-hour delays, which provide the district with another option to avoid making up days due 

to inclement weather.  School safety was discussed and updates were offered on the Loganville-Springfield 

Elementary Steering Committee and the 2014-2020 District Comprehensive Plan.  Finally, a summary of the 

results of the 2016-2017 “Excellence” activity was reviewed and discussed.  Requests for copies of all handouts 

can be directed to damspto@dallastown.net. 

Administration Comments 

Principal Chad Bumsted asked for feedback on communication from the school.  It was agreed that more 

communication is always appreciated, but noted that it can be concerning to receive automated calls during 

the school day when not everyone is able to answer their phone right away.  Mr. Bumsted made the request 

that anyone who has a question go directly to the source and not seek information through the rumor mill or 

on Facebook. 

First trimester intramurals have begun.  If students would like to recommend ideas for future intramurals they 

can reach out to Mr. Bumsted. 

PTO Board 

The 2017-2018 PTO Board was introduced: Jennifer Long, President; Allison Manning, Vice-President; Cathy 

Peters, Treasurer; and Emily Lauer, Secretary. 

Committee and Program Updates 

 Tailgate Party 

The tailgate will be held after school on Wednesday, September 27 from 3:00pm – 4:00pm.  Pizza and 

snacks will be provided for the students.  There will be a DJ and face painting.  After the party, students 

can either walk up to see the football game or be picked up or catch the activity bus home.  Activity bus 

stops can be found on the PTO page of the Middle School website. 
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 PTO Membership 

The membership drive continues.  This year, families or teachers who make donations over $25 will receive 

PopSockets in one of two designs.  In addition to filling out a paper form and paying by check or cash, 

families or teachers can also now join the PTO online, making their donation through PayPal. 

 

 Student Council 

This year the PTO requested to work more closely with the Student Council to coordinate activities and 

support the students in whatever way possible, perhaps even inviting a Student Council Representative to 

attend PTO meetings and vice versa to keep both organizations up to date.  Unfortunately, the Student 

Council faculty advisor has resigned that position and a new Advisor has not yet been named. 

 

 Dallastown Area Education Foundation (DAEF) Fall Fest  

The Fall Fest will be held on Saturday, September 23.  The Middle School will collect gently used books, 

DVDs, and puzzles to be sold at this event from September 18 through 21.  Sorting will take place after 

school on Monday, September 18, Wednesday, September 20, and possibly before school one morning.  A 

Sign Up Genius will be posted to the PTO Facebook page. 

Upcoming Events 

New Family Welcome Night – September 12 

Fall Fest Book Sorting – September 18 and 20 

Tailgate Party – September 27 

Public Comments 

There were no public comments. 

Next Meeting and Adjournment 

Thursday, November 9, at 6:00pm in the Middle School Library 

A motion to adjourn was made at 6:50pm and was passed unanimously. 


